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3 A. E r e 
ve begin, ſoon after I had 
read the letters which gave. gcca- 
fon 1 70 it. Dey had been publ; ed 


indeed many months before I had 
the opportunity "of ſeeing. them: 
And the vindication was. carried 
on, as faſt as other neceſſary vo- 
cations would permit me to pro: 
ceedl. I. world have been ofered. 
to the world much ſooner, if an 
intervening accident had not re- 
tarded the publicatim. After I 
bad mage a confiderable progreſs, 
a defence of the Old and New 
Tm by the Lord Biſhop of 

vl, — 


— 


Advertiſement: "Ve 
Clogher, appeared in anſwer to to 
Lord Bolingbroke. Tie have 
Bitberto denied myſelf the pleaſure 
of perufing : but I doubt 07 chat 
it is executed in jo maſterly \g 
manner, as as 10 10 der am ry further | 
defenct of then in : Jome meaſurg 
unneceſſary. Tet 4. Writers, 0 
the ſame Jubje&t often take a 5 
ferent merbod in the proſetatian 
there may poſſibly be ſamerbing: in 
te piece nom Jubmitted to. the 
Reader, that "the. "Biſhop hath 
omitted to take notice Us Tf there 
ſhould be any thing in Common 
with that, he will truly jmp we it 
- to an unavoidable concurrence of 
je) in Soros the ſame 
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Such as it is, it is humbly of- 
| fered as a ſmall tribute to the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, qnd as an 
inſtance of ſincere zeal for that 
divine revelation, which it is e- 85 
qually an honour for every pro- 
feſſor to defend, as it is the hap- 
pineſs of every one to beliewe and 
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make the diſtinctions, as we 
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of a much abler 8 

and whoſe life are equally devoted to 

promote the glory of that maſter, whom 
he bath to: Honber ATE — 


3 


629 
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' The objetions of his Ledi which 


1 propoſe to examine, relating wholly to 


the evidences and authenticity of the 
New Teſtament, do not require of me 


a vindication of the other: and indeed | 


the defence- would be unneceffary, as 


the cavils of his Lordſhip have been ef- 


fectually removed by the performance 
patron; whoſe labour 


DE Tk KV Tana 


in their full extent, it will be neceſſary 


to review the conneftion in which. they 
are 


occaſion to ſupport 


It is almoſt anneceflary 
—— nn pane 's Letters, 
= — tru . 


b ; 


and from whence he takes 
his charge. Di- 


* vines,” ſays he, * of all religions, have | 


> © a a wc awe v . ao aw 2 3 


S infbink he ner; that © 


1 
etc had man in he” e of | 
« yd. and the Chriſtian clergy, 
in particular, have greatly abuſed by 
« miſrepreſentation and falſe quotation, 
* the hiſtory they can no longer cor- 
« rupt +.” The accuſation, we may 
perceive, is general ; and as As his 
Lordſhip reprefents the proc he declines 
to enter or enlarge upon it.” The clergy, 
I believe, will put 
great pain, from what is thus objetted in 
ſo looſe and indeterminate, a manner, 
Had his Lordſhip been tnore explicit, 
his cenfures would have deſerved a more 
particular refutation: and he ought to 
have reflected, that every man, Wo 
i induced by prejudice, by intereſt, or 
paſſion, to diſguiſe or . 4 
he, i is himſelf, in thole | m 7 


themſelves in no 


Wow 


* 


, they have taken to ſilence infidelity, and 


„ 
e be. called divines without a ſheer; 
« who believe themſelves, and would 
„ have mankind believe *,” My Lord 
is greatly diſguſted with the methods 


ſupport the Chriſtian cauſe. .. It has 


been long matter of aſtoniſhment,” 
he confeſſeth, how ſuch perſons .as 
. theſe could take fo much filly pains 


«to eſtabliſh myſtery on metaphyſics, 
ber revelation. on philoſoph y, and matters 
te ol fa fact « on abſtract reaſoning. For a 


to ſubſcribe to the juſtice of his Lord» 
ſhip's remark ; though I may reaſonably 
ſcruple the degency of conveyance, and 
— 7.4 Ja 
. e 1 


3 ) 5 
low Chriſtianity to be a matter of fact ;- | 
and to be proved in the ſame manner, 
in which all other facts ought to be 
proved. I ſubjoin likewiſe, that Chri- 
ſtianity is not only capable of being thus 

proved, but is atteſted with much more 

iloftrious evidence, than any fact what- 

ever of parallel antiquity, or perhaps. 

any i in the whole compaſs of e 
Is able to produce. Fea 


* . 1 v K * 05 
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To. cure his Laab 8 an 
I will endeavour to aſſign a reaſon for 
thoſe ly pains, which are matter of ſo 
great ſurprize. The truth is, that much 
flier infidels had affected, what” they 
might call a metaphyfical kind of writ- 
ing, to evince the perfection and immu- 


tability of natural religion, with the in- 

ſignificancy and uſeleſſneſs of a revela-. * 
tion from God. That no objection from 

| any quarter might paſs without its pro- 

per confutation, ſome divines of emi- 

nence condeſcended to anſwer them in 

their own way. This they have per- 

by | n 


Cay 
formed in the moſt ſolid and convincing 


) A th 
** * * * 
1 » 


Fet, though arguments of this kind 
have properly a place in diſquiſitions on 
the being and attributes of God, in dil 
cuſſing the fitneſs or relation of things, 
they are undoubtedly no evidence of 
facts, nor can be brought to determine 
their authenticity and truth. I do not 
know that they have ever been ſo 
brou ght. They have been urgede in- 
deed, to detect the fallacies by which. 
infidelity endeayoured. to perplex the ig.: 
norant and unwary; but they were never 
reſfed on as the genuine evidences to- 
aſcertain the grand facts, which diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian revelation. Tuxr 
have proofs a ppropriated to their Nature: : 
and hilt theſe are to be had, we nei- 
ther want nor defire to produce | others 
which are leſs pertinent or leſs. proper. 
His _Locdſhip com plains, | however, 


(7) 

A ed, in a. manner that creates preju- | 
MY Chriſtianiey'thes manicets "ore 
© vads.” What can be his Lorddhip's | 
objections to the manner, in which 
theſe proofs are brought? If their teſ- 
timony is ſtrong and expreſs, where can 
be the unfairneſs to produce them to 
aſſent. If they are dubious and weak, 
if falſe and ineoncluſive, whatever they 
pretend to he, they are certainly no 
proofa at all. But his Lordſhip will ex- 
ran hum * Falſe hiſtory has 

e been employed to propagate Chri- 
« ſtianity : the ſame abuſe of it is ſtill 
« continued; writers copy one another: 
« the miſtake that was committed, or 
< the falſhood that was invented by one, 
* is adopted by hundreds f. A par- 
ticular. fact referred to, is the evidence 
for the goſpel. of St. Matthew, This is 
laid to be cited by Clemens, a diſciple of 


Page 1 + Pp. 177. 8 


« wa 

EE — 8 

ä tius and Polycary. A very eminent pre- 

late, and a learned miniſter, have both 

of them. affirmed this, in their writings 
Rs e 


4+ 


Now his Lordſhip eels dn 
both miſtaken . 1 
* ther thoſe paſſages of the goſpels, 
* which are to be found in the fathers 
7 «. of the firſt century, were really taken 
from the goſpels which we now have: 
« and though they are agreeable to what 
« will it follow, that theſe fathers had 
« oy here an roche them e, : 


 \Iwilltike leave, my nen Ss 
poſe one que eſtion: Since we read inthe I 
fone 1 -wharied ho ill BY 
it follow that n A e or 
different goſpels before them? Becauſe 


che crities Longimus, e 


„„ | ®* Page 178. ; 76 


r »<»7 =>0 == — a a a. 


5 2 


ies, of N which are 
— what We now meet with ir” 
thoſe authors; are we from thence to 
conclude; that they took them from dif- 
ferent or falſe copies, or that they quoted 
them from the ſeveral writers, who are 
come down to us, and to whom they are 
reſpectively aſcribed ? I mention this il- 
luſtration” with the greater fireſs, be- 
 cuiſe it is attended with ſome circum- = 
ſtances that bear a very obvious fimili- 
tude to the point in queſtion. Lord 
Bolingbroke was perhaps unwilling to 
allow ſuch paſſages to be extracts from 
the goſpels how in uſe, betauſe they did 
not literally agree with what is exhibited 
in the books themſelves. He ſhould 
have confidered at the ſame time, that 
ſuch accuracy of citation" was far for | 
being the practice of the earlier ages. 
The ſentiment of the paſſage, was the 
thing principally aimed at; and if that 
was preſerved, they were leſa ſollicitous 


„ to the author words. What 
is 


0 


* 


propriety of the remark depend 


goſpels ? or why ſhould we imagine, that 


' before them, or to their having drawn 


tion + 2? 241 30 Bac « | 


X + In the e 
the goſpel 


tw). 
is here remarked, is not peculiar to the 
Chriſtian fathers, it was the univerſal 


_ cuſtom of all antiquity. The very x6 
verend and learned editor af Lane 


declares, that there is ſcarce a paſſage, 


throughout his whole diſcourſe, that 


an exact verbal citation from n 
it belongs wh, ire ob 


| If this then was the ee 4 

of criticiſm, where the elegance and 
ed often 
on the ſtructure and of 
the words, why ſhould we inſiſt on 2 


more punctual accuracy, in what the fa- 


thers quote from the writers of the 


ſuch variations muſt have been owing to 
theſe fathers having had falſe. goſpels 


thoſe paſſages from unuritten tradi- 
But | 
KL See biſhop burt preface to ki ehe. of Low 


Ants. 
1 ee 
St. Matthiey is clted, it's 


sly 20 


Kern, 


n it 1 bc a 
' matical from what goſpels they were 
taken, as wo affirm them to be taken 
from the goſpels now read, it is incum- 
bent on his Lordſhip, who is inclin<d 
to believe the contrary, to produce ſome 
poſitive evidence in ſupport of his opi- 


<« Theſe fathers then, ſays my Lord, 
© made uſe of other goſpels, wherein 
uch paſſages might be contained, or 
* they might be preſerved in unwritten | 
* tradition *,” I muſt return an anſwer 
to his Lordſhip's aſſertion, by retorting 
che words which he applieth to the bi- 

ſhop and the miniſter, who affirm the 


contrary : © To ſay this, is a manifeſt 
* abuſe of hiſtory, and quite inexcu- 
© ſable” in awriter who knew or ſhould 
have known, ** * aber goſpels 


"ew ©; 
were wholly unheard of, were abſ 
not in being at the time when theſe fa 


| | The four goſpels which we now re- 
ceive, and thoſe four goſpels only, were 


+ 
” 8 


* It may poſkibly be ſaid, in defence of his Lord- 
| ſhip, that what ſeems to be the poſitive affirmation of a 


8 
= 
„it would certain] r have 


bave offered his wi 


the 
5 


(1) 
hs be e 


| ſecond centuries. By the latter they are 
cited expreſsly hy name; and they are 
declared to be neither more nor leſs than 
four *. It is not till towards the con- 
cluſion of the ſecond century, that w 
find any mention at all made of other 
goſpels. Of many there is ng mention 
made, till the third or fourth centuries, 
when the genuine goſpels had been long 
exiſting in the church, and were alone 
owned to be authentic and true. The 
fathers of thoſe ages are alſo careful to 
diſtinguiſh them from the falſe goſpels 
at that time in being and the paſſages 
id nx to be found in any of the goſpels 
An. il 

Fan 3 


. „ cnt aves 2 \ Irenzzi, lib. 3: oc: 
11, p. 220. Edit. Grabe. 2 


o 


to 
the 
Agyptrans 
it is cited 
by Clemens 


of 
the 
Old 
teſtamen words 
t 
, whoſe 
they 


widch the church 
the 
the 
os gs _ 
= 
receives. 
III 
— 
———— 


of Alexandria, 
cen 
tury 
and — 
— — 
e third 
the 
pat- 


tage 
1 which 
_ 
: he 
SOT 
to 
a be 
found 


| Bu 
his rdſhip diflatiafied, 
ſpecify - particular evangeliſt, 
e. 
= 
quotation 
neither = 
the 
—— 


_ 


(5). 

| — e 
whence they are taken. Nor is it a rule 
with St. Pau, or with the evangeliſts 
themſelves, to refer their readers to the 
old teſtament for the ſeveral places they 
nn NE" 


If his Lordſhip will advance but one 
ſtep further, he will find there is all the 
ſatisfaCtion to be had, that the moſt in · 
quiſitive, the moſt ſcrupulous curioſity | 
can defire, By the fathers of the fe. 
cond century, expreſs teſtimony is given 
to the credit and veracity of the goſpels : 


and the writers of each are mentioned, 
as the ſeveral compoſers of the hiſtories 


univerſally aſſigned them. In Juin 
Martyr, in Irenaus, and in many others, 
we meet with divers paſſages, from al- 
moſt every chapter of the four evange- 
liſts. Whence then did theſe. fathers 
receive them, but on the authority of 
the age, whoſe evidence they 
e they ſaw oon- 

vincing 


* 


2 mi — Pol 255 — 


Chriſtian church, placed the authority 
of the goſpels beyond all ſuſpicĩon.· Sue . 
ceeding chriſtians had no grounds of 
heſitation; their enquiries gs an- 
ſwered ; their faith. 


May F borrow a ecfiefica or 1. 
Lordſhip, not 88 the caſe 


Mera! SMT WY cam aries ut Wlubjelit 
of this nature ; and where the teſtimony is and 


clear, it is equivalent to abſolute demonſtration, 

ditional evidence is the only authority, by. — 
determine the authenticity of antient books., 
e ſources of w_ 2 are — uncorru 

e ſtreams derived from them wi y 

Renee there can be no objection ws 7 

ing one another. The evidence 1s 

this ſucetiſ ve atteſtation: writers of à poſteri 

moſt take their accounts of from 


2 remarks, tha 1 if — . 
— — 4 b 9 995 


© eccleſiaſtical hiſlorians, who wefllons — 


ſucceſſion. Ny vis udapa; „ ovyſpappdls re neva d- 
r ayaeyu uν. 
An 


12 * 
Ts hat 
5 
ob 
pes 


2 195705 
I 
of time, chat th 755 þ — 


on „ 
enter o 

m 10 
ne 

d 

ted, 

trea 


s) 
with reference to a particular event 
would very unaptly digreſs. to an erz 

mination of the credit and authentici 
of the goſpels. The cum 
not require, would by no means admit 
of it. Sufficient is it, if verbal ſimili- | 
tudes, .or ſhort detached precepts from 
the evangelical hiſtories, are to be found 

2 if the ſtyle and hraſe... - 

of ſuch epiſtles ſeem to have been 

FLATS by a familiar convetſe with 

thoſe 2775 r _ 


be « 
thers 
OP virtue of hniow others 
and fe proves 06 Mp . 


1 * 


. The frt eite of Clemens, nn lene 
flu, was occaſioned by a diſfention in the church at 
Corineh'z Which is wide b e W ee bNAN, 
when we conſider, that St. Paal, himſelf openly. 
. 
S te its fd by Me 

is very © | 
am aq, > flolical fathers rat yappolecy fol 
emarks on Ecclefialt. Hiſt. 1 Vol. p. 63. 72 ls 
whar this very writer offers on be, 
his . & ſeq. 6 
Truth of the 5 — 


4 * 
E * , * 
: - 
* 


Jesvs Canto: If then the 

of the evangeliſts was ſeldom. urged, 
why ſhould it de matter of wondet, that 
their aner were concealed oromitted? 


— 54 EA . 9 75 % 


the fathers, and the, writers of Te 
. Aen. ee 
have oft exiſted? Had there been ori- 
ginally no true coin, how could we com- 


lin of counterfeir and falſe *?. Wes 
; 22 


* 


1 


e . to 0 3 re- 
rived diviſon of the ſcriptures into true and affe: 
but a threefold diſlinction would, I thick, be more juſt 
9 comperhentive, eg were antiently c— 


60 
Ju here aſked bieskcniiige.ionb 
authority he ſo readily believes the ad- 
-counts which are tranſmitted gs of theſe 
ſpurious pieces, he would have an- 
ſwered, I prefume, om the authority f 
„ have gi- 
13 
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at 25 fathers made — 5 


aſfirmed with propries 
other goſpels j at leah 
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ey did not make the Aw 
«/e oi them, which they did of the genuine evan 


itically peaking, K muſt. _ 

ay _ - names of — or e 1s too hy- 
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- But ard not: theſe the writers, who 
bear equat ateſtation) torh6 true yolpels, 


and to the character of the teat en 
gelifts ? Are not theſe the writers, who 


ference which his Lordſhip-ſpeals 
Whence coud we have known; that am 


this diſtinction itiade, and perpetuated 
1 


2 2 


© who preciſely acquiaint us with the diß- 
of ? 


| goſpels were made uſe uf by 
the antiefts; if the information af theſe 
authors Had beai wantirig ? Uf their teb- 
mimonp then is relied on in the ohe chſe, 
what ſhould induce us to refuſet in the 
other? Is the veracity of facts to be 
jadged of ag fancy or inclination” ſtall 
direct us, or to be determined by the 


weight of evidence, and the harmicmỹ 
opinions? I defire leave th aſk, why was 


. 52 wan proverivithe | 


_ ceive our aſſent, and which were: the 
devices of impoſture and craft? The | 


"i 
| 
a 
1 
. 92 
3 
* di 
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| diſcuſſed. The reſult of their reſearches 
ve know: what, was proved. to be di- 
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| had made them free. It vas incumbent 


on them therefore to be convinced, that 
what-/pretended to be a mandate from 
the King of kings, had really the ſigna- 
ture of Heaven. They were concernbil 
to aſcertain the validity of their on 
en and the reality of the rights 
-conceded? ito: them. This they were 
obliged to do: this they rcaliy did. Fr 
from believing, no Previous: enquiry z 
-being made, their examination we 


[adapted to the importance:of the ſub- 
ject, and the merits of they cauſe to be 


vine, was received with reverential gra- 


wiſe, was ingeſted eee of! \X6- 
ed and acute, 88 Wald 60 als critic, 
placeth the four goſpe]s e = 
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that diffuſive ardour and ferenity of 
light, that can no more be counterfeit- | 
and luftre of the ſun? Truth and fin- 


cetity, beaming from the writers hearts, 


MW i e us 0nd 
gance without deſign; the moſt artleſs 
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IS they were written to 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation, Hence 
they are accommodated to every appre- 


henfion : they are powerful to improve | 
min 5 e breaſt; 
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irradiated every ſentence with their ow 
unſullied and inimitable ſplendor. In 
what human compoſition, ot indeed in 
any compoſition but the ſcriptures, do 


ſimplicity without meanneſs, and the 


'The goſpels wers truly rien 
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the kit, and poffibiy right be the leaſt 
extravagant and monſtrous of any. Let 
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that the conſcience. being t 
purged from dead works, might be turn- 


ed to ſerve the living and true God. But 


is this the character, was this the inten- 


tion of the apocryphal and forged-goſ- 


pels ? Goſpels, if we may judge om 
what hath reached us, that were every 


where full of lying wonders, ſtuffed with 
an unintelligible jargon of myſtical, un- 


meaning terms, and purpoſely defigned 


to propagate the whimſies of conceited 
heretics, under the ſacred Fewer 
ebe n May 0 
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plify an inſtance from the goſpe | ac- | 
It is one of 


of the true 


us compare it with a paſſage 


goſpels, which took its riſe from a ſimi- 


tar occurrence, and judge which wil 
moſt effectually recommend itſelf tothe 
reaſon of an impartial enquirer : Our 


(a7) 
A ſked; what 
would be the fign. of his kingdom, or 
when thoſe appearances ſhould happen 
he had been then deſeribing? To this 
queſtion he makes the fol owing reply; 
When two ſhall be one, and that which 


male, and there Ol Fa neither * 
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is paſſage as it occurs in the ſecond epiſtle of Clemens 


re ie? 


Namaz, if hat 3 us the words uoder 
-conkideration, in with other circumſtances, 
may indace us 10 98. it is not, or be leaſt chat ic 
* 3 dexterity of ſome intetpola · 


, with a few i immat 
* "a — 2 1 in Clemens Alexandri- 
r Stromat. 3. He tells us, that the quettion was pro- 


poſed to nn ho 3 Salome, Ilusbasepeerug re TN, 


| HE might Fam age offices of domeſtic b — 
and civil ity, yet we — find they ever were admitted 
to that degree of intimacy, as gave them A privilege 
do enquire iato matters of i ſuch intereſting importfnce : 
0 we read that our Saviour himſelf gave 
| particular 
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; I ſtay not to enquire what is 7 
the meaning, or what is ſuppoſed to be | 

the meaning of this dark and allegorical 

_ reply. We may ſee in how different a 
manner our blefſed e vouchſaſel 

him md faying, Tell us 4 ſhall 

theſe things be *? Tt is unneceſſary like- 

wiſe, I imagine, to point out the infinite 
advantage in which the condeſcending 

but authoritative. information of our Sar | 
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by the orthodox ; ner indeed were they 
much adapted to gaini many followers : 
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of, if not in oppoſition- to the goſpels | 
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and regard.” 4 It taught without aſperity 

or pain; or rather, the hearers were 
directed to inform and teach themſelyes. 
Wbat us thus taught, it impreſſed 

upon the heart with a force as irreſiſtible, 

u the inſinuations were captivating and | 


ſweet, His doctrines were of a moral, 
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aan fpicenal nels 4 tending 
to-reclaim men from their vices, un 

eee to happineſs 2 
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account of ont, with the operations uf 
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with an external evidence, more nume- 
rom; and more irrefraguble; than 
eee eee 
The ſpirit'df fegte 'ſeepticiſm, which inclines 
what all the world re- 
ceives, is equally; abſurd with" that un- 
diſcerning cradle, which reetives what 
ne nor There ſrive been 


—- 


* 


206 


- 


r 


r 


* 


| 
| 
| 


A 


e e Fee och 5 

genuine compoſitions of the | 
ett Was” But what eri- | 
Mats gra om ae 
that in point of real | 
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. pare, in merit or in number, with the 
atteſtations which are the: baſis of che 
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their religion; nor wete they Mel re 
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this kind to oppoſe 3 and 7 25e the Jew, 
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true original. 
hath ſo far interaſted itſelf in their con- 


ages of -very-different gesion and enn 
pers; they have been handed down by 
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. now l ate, in 


oonſidered in all its circuraſtances, car- 


ries in ĩt ſame degree of weight. The 


entire preſervation of the ſcriptures, un. 
diſguiſed with any foreign mixture, u 
a probable argument in favour of their 
The Divine Providence 


that they bave paſſed through 


perſans of very oppoſits inclinations and 
talents, without corruption, withoutail- 
dition, wi ation, What was 
of Go, hath withſtaodghe hooks;of 
time: what was of nan, hath long 
been perilhed in the.coaſeieds relalinion 
of things. The ſcriptures of truth are 


the living monuments, of Almighty 
Wiſdom, and Almighty Power: but 
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1 is deforving o 
| falcon and the conſequence we 
draw fro it. will add ſtrengi to the 
evidences) whichi prove the authenticity 
of the goſpels. Little variations.of reads 
ing way naturally be ſuppoſed to occur, 
n 
but ther purity of the ſcriptuses is 
hurt, natwithBlariding — 
theſe; „ .—. _ pa 


ſingle article or point of faith is weakened 


differ from his opinion, when 1 think 


| oy records through ſucceſſive 


terrupted by the loſs of neceſſary pal- 
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The ſentiment is unaffected, and not a 


or disfigured by them. His Lordſhip 
hath touched on this point, in relation 
to the old teſtament, ** 1 greatly 


God hath adtcd agreeably. to the moral 
fitneſs of things, in tranſmitting the fi- 


Had they come down. to us mu- 
del and confuſed ; had the text been 
faulty, or had the general ſenſe been 


remote from our apprehenſions, and in- 


fages ; complaints might have been 
brought, with ſome. 2 pocutges 


bund by an Infinity of different copies 
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equally to guide the hands of  copyiſts 


certitode, 
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my Lord, — OITIIS 
 * attempted to ſhew, that che text of 
« the holy writ is on many accounts 
* inſufficient dv be the ſole criterion'of | 
* orthodoxy: I apprehend too that they 
« have ſhewn it e. Orthodoxy is a word 
whoſe fignification, ſhould I aftempt to 
define it, might poſſibly occaſion a di 
: but as it ſtands in connection with 
the reſt af d eee it ought to be 
Nair 
If I may be allowed to take it 

in this ſenſe, I do agree with his Lord- 
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greatly inſufficient to be the fole criterion 


of orthodoxy, or af believing as the 


church of Rome believes. Doctrine, 
which are the i inventions and command- 


ments of men, will in vain be ſought 


for amongſt the precepts of God. I 
this view it is eaſy to ſhew, what his 


Lordſhip hath here aſſerted. Nut if 6 


thodoxy be underſtood to fignify the trus 
faith of a Chriſtian derived from dh 
ſcriptures, then I apprehend the writers 
of the Roman religion have failed im 


their attempt. They have zo ſhown; 


nor will they be ever able to ſhew, | that 
the text of the ſcriptures is inſuſſicient 
to be e of e * * 
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or Me”? affection, is 1 vu 
proceeds to ſet before us the great 


1 of holy writ; to What dif- 


Atme terte may be applied by dieren 
and diſagreeing parties. Indeed the re- 
preſentation which he gives us of the 


foriprures, inight lead the gborant or 
—— to imaginie, that they were 
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4 22255 1 t be aid, OFF, that his Lord- 
beet tight to bornow his argaments from whom 
| — 3 1 if they were cenvineing to himſelf, 
— propoſe them to the notice and con- 
eration of others. | 1 very readily own. it; Vet in 
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cc „ the moſt extravagant, —4 


* the moſt impious opinions, and the 
tt moſt contradictory. faiths, . may be 


« founded on the fame text, and; 


7 fibly New e *. the 2 5 | 
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Aba poſtaſted a much g 


| ſhare both of hs and 


than what I pretend. to: — 
portion which I have of c hint 


5 hath here affirmed. That fome pallaged 
of ſcripture may be dubious and ob- 
. ſcure, pies a2 jo hich L readily ages 


with all reverence and ſubmiſin, by 
not be n Heel, — unterly 
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religious diſputes the cootending parti 
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both, as decifive of the po int in queſtion. . 


Yet may it not happen [it doth often 
happen] that, hes may be alledged, 
which are preſumed by the one fide not 
to anſwer the purpoſe, for which they 
are brought 
be frequently the caſe, where truth, 

not victory, is is the end in view z where 
integrity and candour, not prejudice or, 


dene, ang. this obſcurity proceeds | 


leftion ; apple wal all ae | 
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by the other. "And this will 


paſſion, dire& and 0 the en 4 

It is ſometimes difficult to ſettle * 
the preciſe meaning of words, in a lan- : 
- guage that hath been long out of uſe. = 
Many of the terms will be neceſſarily 
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uncertain | 

miniſter an moming? ar of 7 mT 
doubt? Numbers may be mentioned, 
eveg of the moſt clear and correct 2 or, 
to more juſtly. none are to de c 
NY from this, general remark... 4 
will, take the liberty, howeyer,, pat 
ealatly, to ppint 722 ge. W ö 
ments have p pivengiſe e to rpuch dercn in 
among critics. '. Senſe apd meaning he 
had undoubtedly ;/ but the labour hath 
been, to determine that ſenſe and men. 

5 with exaclneſs and preciſiqa. The 
.author 1 deſign is Tacitia, the darling 
= of his Lordſhip's Rudy, Ee 
-writer hath his peculiarities of, flile, and 
Tacitus bath his td a remarkgble degres. 
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debates reſpectin 

ieh efential to the faith of = chri 
eee 


which Fe bi the Chriſtian . as 
from their different opinions with regard 
to antient rites; with regard to cer 
nial inſtitutions; to points of eccleſiaſti- 
cal ao win and — _ 


Font ů — of HE 
tems of their own framing, « wit 

hearticr zeal, than they have eſpouſed 
the intereſts of genuine and pute rei- 


e. The on Moog 


1 . 
into ibe ſervic .dnd.tortared.to fied a 
language hich they never meant. + 
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\ 2h eng d, that ſuch, ex- 
raragant or unpiousſuperiirynres Days | 
been raiſed on a plan the moſt uniform 
aud ſimple. The pride of ſeience hath 
ſhed men to attempt exc 
— ſphere of limited and finite 
capacities. Doctrines revealed only in 
er, hayn. given great e nnn 


dong wüh reſpect 
— — a ſimi- 
lar nature, the Sacred Text. hath ſuf- 
ficient cle arneſe, and ſufficient accuracy 
to determine and to fix our faith. Can 
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hes is there recorded moſt infallible 
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ing; he had really in his view a religion 
* degenerate. and corrupt, that 
can poſſibly pretend to the appellation 
of Chriſtianity. It is not bet Cher 
s delineated in the 1 
| as it appears in the 
45 bo ry tb Le that 
ſhed him wi 
1 IIIs Lordſhip would have us un- 
derttand him, as bende dee 
74 A de” he hath. de des 
in the 7 of it. The ſenti- 
ee He and the reaſon» 
ing which immediately follow, naturally 
lead us to this conjecture. For, as his 
Lordſhip proceeds, Writers of the 
7 Reformed Religion have erected their 
* batterics againſt tradition ; and the 
* only difficulty they had to. encounter 
* in this enterprize, lay in levelling and 
© pointing thelr cannon, ſo as to avoꝗ 
«Jemolifhing in one common ruin” 
« the traditions they retain, and thoſe | 
Ne as: N 


= ——— 


(#8) 
' tinues to repreſent each Side, as enden | 
vouring to weaken the cauſe of their 
adverſary, een 
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Don his Lordlkip wean by thi, that 
all traditions are equally credible ;, or to 

expreſs his ſentiments more juſtly, equal 
ly incredible and abſurd? Or doth he 
mean to ſhew, that the writers of the 
reformed religion have been unable to 
play off che batteries they planted, or 
that they have played them off, but 
without ſucceſs ? Or laſtly, did he de- 
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equally ſucceſsful, as Chriſtianity ſhone - 
out with a more excelling luſtre, when 
the rubbiſh of tradition was removed. 
For, to purſue. the hint ſtarted by his 
their axes were laid not to 
the root of Chryſtianity, but to clear away 
| thoſe ſorubs and briers which twined 
_ around the tree, mutually contributing 
— * ende 1 N 


falſe. If this therefore really is done, 
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and done with judgment, what detri- 
ment can poſſibly enſue to the intereſl 
of Chriſtianity ? Neither the clearnek 

of the text, e the nal i 723 


evidences ſupporting it, are injured. 12 


offended by the arguments they have 
offered. The e they r. J 
were incon gruous with the doctrines 0 


f the goſpel, and inconſiſtent with eich 


other; were ſupported only by a h. 


tial evidence, whom intereſt had bribed 


to their favour. Whilſt thoſe which 
EET were not only probable 
and conſiſtent with themſelves, but had 
alſo the concurrence of un- le 
en oye arm ung hen 


. Suppoſe this unte the caſe, Chriſti 
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ome tradition, I mean no more t 
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and evide ness of the New Teſtzwent ; and | theſe 3b 

his Lordihip- s phraſe may be called, though impro- 

perly enough, written traditions. For as to ore/ n- 
ditions, or ſtories derived from we know not who, as 

ſapported by we know not what authority, and wit 

reſpect to doctrines which are Yuilt upon them, Pro. 
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falſe. But as the truth of this aſſertion 
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pole it true, it implieth that Chriſtianity 
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reception which it met with in the 
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of it, and the principles'of the Chriſtian 
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of our Saviour, muſt neceflarily expoſe 
'the defenders to great and unavoidable 
diſadvantages. . "Nor di. bis Ladd, 
[ hope, deſigu any compariſon between 


the former. | tele facts, and. thoſe 
which we agree to rejeQ.... Yet there is 
dom for this ſuſpicion, as he thinks they 


cannot be defended, but, by the, united 
forces of all the clergy in Chriſtendom. 


* 5 Ron” 7 — 1 n 
in all Chriſtian communions ſhould 


1 | * 


They we; wholly 
independent of each other ; and-thaſe 


maintain theſe facts, e 
upon an equal footing with the-miracles 


. 
tf 


J 
; 
| 
8 
5 


„ 
« join their FI | and eſtabliſh thoſe 
- « hiſtorical facts which are the founds- 
tions of the whole ſyſtem, on clear 
* unqueſtionable hiſtorical autho- 
«rity, ſoch as they require in all caſe 
| 1 from others.“ 1 moſt 


readily own this to be a point of the ut- 
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truth, through all ages of the church. 
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